A new species, Chalybea brevipedunculata, from the Ecuador-Peru border is herein described and illustrated. It differs from all other species in the genus by having inflorescence peduncles that are shorter than their subtending leaf petioles.
Introduction
The genus Chalybea Naudin (1850 Naudin ( [1851 : 99) was originally described as monotypic with one species from Colombia. Triana (1871) reduced it to synonymy of Pachyanthus A. Richard (1845: 264) , a Caribbean and Central American genus. Cogniaux (1891) followed Triana's classification, and corrected an orthographic error in the specific epithet. Wurdack established the genus Huilaea (Wurdack 1957: 106) that eventually grew to comprise eight species, all centered in the Andes of Colombia and Ecuador. Wurdack (1988) reestablished Chalybea and commented on its close affinity to Huilaea, and the distinctiveness of these two genera from Pachyanthus. A second species of Chalybea from Peru has been described (Morales-Puentes & Penneys, 2010: 28) . Recent phylogenetic studies based on morphological and molecular data demonstrated that these two genera form a clade within an expanded concept of the tribe Blakeeae (Morales-Puentes 2010; Penneys & Judd, 2011 , 2013a ; furthermore, morphological and molecular phylogenetic analyses indicated (Penneys & Judd, 2013b) that Chalybea is nested within Huilaea, thus the latter was placed within the synonymy of the former (Penneys & Judd 2013a . Chalybea as currently understood is characterized by the terrestrial habit, foliar pin-wheel type acarodomatia, truncate monotelic synflorescences, flowers subtended by a single pair of narrow, caducous bracts, lenticellate hypanthia, pseudocampanulate corollas, laterally rounded anthers that are white to cream in color, and yellowish-green fruits with a thick, leathery exocarp. The genus comprises eleven species: seven are endemic to Colombia, three to Ecuador, and one to Peru. All are found in the Andes between 1975 and 3050 m, including one species that is restricted to the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, Colombia.
Explorations of the remote Cordillera del Cóndor in southern Ecuador have yielded interesting discoveries of new species and disjunct genera between these sandstone mountains and the highland Conservation Status:-Chalybea brevipedunculata is only known from two collections at the crest of the Cordillera del Cóndor. The Area of Occupancy (AOO) of the species is less than 10 km 2 . Both localities are within a protected area, the Bosque Protector Cordillera del Cóndor, but this category of protection is of lesser status than a national park and the level of protection is more limited. Gold and copper mining operations are active at lower elevations in the region, but these activities do not substantially affect the vegetation on the sandstone plateaus at the highest elevations of the Cordillera del Cóndor. In Peru, just across the international border, the northern part of the Cordillera del Cóndor is within the Ichigkat Muja Cordillera del Cóndor National Park (Fig. 3) . Since both known localities are very close to the border with Peru, it is likely that the new species also occurs in that country as well. Although nominally within a protected area, both populations of Chalybea brevipedunculata may be under threat by at least two factors: fire and climate change. The Machinaza Plateau, the type locality, was burned by a large fire, probably set deliberately, in the 1980s or early 1990s, as evidenced by the charcoal observed on the soil surface, and recurring fires could threaten this and other endemic plants on the plateau. Under a warming climate in future decades, the low shrub vegetation at the crest of the Cordillera del Cóndor at 2000-2915 m may be replaced by the dense forest vegetation that is currently found on the sandstone plateaus at 1500-1800 m. Under this scenario, the endemic shrub species at the crest of the Cordillera will not be able to migrate upslope, because there are no higher sandstone plateaus, except at the summit of Cerro Plateado, 120 km further south on the Ecuador-Peru border, the only sandstone plateau of the Cordillera del Cóndor above 2400 m elevation, with its summit reaching to 2915 m. Chalybea brevipendunculata was searched for, but not found, on the shrubland vegetation of Cerro Plateado during the first scientific expedition there in 2012. Given our current knowledge, the species is assigned a provisional IUCN conservation status of Critically Endangered (IUCN 2014).
Taxonomic relationships:-Chalybea brevipedunculata readily differs from all other species in the genus by the inflorescence peduncles that are shorter than the subtending leaf petioles; all other known species of Chalybea have peduncles that are mostly much longer than the adjoining petioles. Chalybea brevipedunculata and C. calyptrata (Penneys & Morales-P.) Penneys & Morales-Puentes (2015: 4) are the only members of this genus known to have irregularly rupturing, calyptrate calyces. These two taxa differ by the petals externally greenish, only reddish apically (vs. externally crimson red), inflorescences of second order with up to 9 flowers (vs. fourth order and up to 17 flowers), inserted style (vs. exerted), acarodomatia glabrescent (vs. densely pubescent), leaf margin inconspicuously crenate (vs. dentate) abaxial surface of leaf glabrescent to almost glabrous (vs. densely tomentose). Most species of Chalybea have 6-locular ovaries except 4-locular in C. brevipedunculata and C. corymbifera Naudin. 
